
Satellites that will be 
launched from Spaceport 
Cornwall will capture 
a lot of data, but they 
also need to pass that 
data back to earth. 

To pick up data from satellites 
and other spacecraft, we need 
satellite receiver dishes.  
Some are very small, like those 
you may see on the sides of 
houses, while others are as tall 
as buildings or even bigger.

FACT: Goonhilly Earth Station, 
on The Lizard in Cornwall, has 
some of the largest satellite 
receiver dishes in the UK, with 
their largest satellite dish,  
called Merlin, being 32 metres  
in diameter. That’s longer than  
most swimming pools! 

TASK 4: Can you complete this dot-to-dot of Merlin? 
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